Les Mitchell - Capitol theatre - St. Catharines 

JUNIOR FIRE DEPARTMENT CHILDREN'S PROMOTION 

To begin - I would say that the idea for this series first came to me as 

we neared the end of a series of Elmer Safety Shows. I could see the many 
advantages of having these Community Service Children's Shows in my theatre 
and felt I should do what I could to keep that type of activity going when 
the Elmer series had finished. 

I first contacted the Fire Chief and explained the idea to him. He naturally 
was very happy to heve the opportunity se sell fire safety to the children 
and went right along, by forming a Committee of the Fire Prevention Officer, 
the Senior Platoon Chief and myself. After we had approached the newspaper 
and the radio station and were assured of their support, we called on the 
industries in the city and the district, they also supported us completcly 
in the project and we were under way. 

Through the $1,500.00 contributions that we received from sixteen industries, 
we were able to give the children free admission and guarantee the theatre a 
stated rental for each show that is held. As you can imagine, this system is 
quite satisfactory, because the boxoffice is not dependent on weather and other 
oppositions and the parents and the children like the free admission idea a 
great deal. On top of that, with free admission, the kids seem to have more 
money to leave at our candy counter and we run well over $100.00 in confection 
sales each morning. 

During the course of planning our opening, I contacted a very good friend of 
mine, vho happens to be known as Cap'n Andy and has one hour television show 
daily on CHCH-TV, Channel 11, in Hamilton. The ratings give the Cap a daily 
audience approaching 300,000, so it is fairly certain that he reaches most of 
the children in our area, as well as the rest of the station viewing area. 


I arranged with the Cap to set aside an occasional spot for St. Catharines 
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Junior Fire Department and we have made several appearances on his show, 

to stir up interest with our children. On one show, we presented the Cap 
with a tie bar that had a Fireman's axe on it and invited him to be our 

guest at the opening Junior Fire Department Show. At that time, he made 

a remark that he had always wanted a Fireman's axe and thanked us for making 
his wish come true. This gave us an idea and we took an old axe from the . 
Central Fire Hall to one of our local industries and had them make up a new 
hardwood handle and chrome plate the blade. This was then mounted on a 
plywood frame by one of the firemen and we presented this to the Cap. This, 
of course, is not normal activity - maybe not even necessary - but it was 
surprising to see the interest that it stirred up with the local kids and 

the good will it earned for us at the TV studio resulting in more time to 
root for our shows on other occasions. 

The type of program that we use is the standard film show that you have all 
used for children's shows - a flat buy feature and three or four cartoons... 
In addition, we have a stage presentation and a prize draw. 

The prizes consisted of a number of varied items that were supplied by Theatre 
Confections Limited; three dozen bicycle locks supplied by Yale and Towne Co. 
Ltd., one of our local industries; cartons of Pepsi Cola, supplied by the 
Pepsi Cola Co; six Kodak camera outfits and eight complete fishing outfits 
supplied by local stores; a girl's bicycle supplied by I.0.0.F. Empire Lodge 
in St. Catharines; and a boy's bicycle supplied by the St. Catharines Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. A lobby display featuring Pepsi and prizes constantly 
reminded the children of these shows. 

Another of our activities was to organize a contest with awards of regulation 
hats and badges to the winners as Chief, Deputy Chief and Captain of the Junior 
Fire Department. The winrers were picked after the children had submitted 


entries on which they were required to answer a number of questions regarding 
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fire safety. These presentations were made on our stage, by Martin Hurst, 
Deputy Fire Marshal of the Province of Ontario. 

We are also quite fortunate in that Prudhommes Garden Centre Theatre is 

located just outside St.Catharines and we were able during the summer to 
arrange visits by their stars, Miss Ann B. Davis, "Schultzy", Lee Marvin, etc. 
In our area, CHCH-TV got into the Junior Fire Department in a big way and 
supplied us with registration blanks, membership ecards and folders which we 
required. 

Our opening day was a hectic session on the main street. As I mentioned 
earlier we invited Cap'n Andy and the kids went all out on his arrival. He 
arrived at the theatre on one of the city aerial ladder trucks and was welcomed 
by the Mayor. He was then escorted down the aisle to the stage where he 
entertained the children with some stories and cartoons of the Fire Chief and 
his Officers. 

As you can see the first thing is to get going and then make the program as 
interesting as possible for the children. It is very important to work hard 

at the job,in spite of the fact that your expense has been guaranteed, because 
you will want to return to the heads of the industrial firms for more money for 
another series at a later date. You would be surprised just how much these 
people watch how these shows develop as compared to what was said to them on 

a former visit. 

You may have noticed that I have tried as much as possible to stay away from 
the "I" because this was a joint effort. Success was only possible because 

of the combined efforts of the Fire Department, the Newspaper, the Radio Station, 
the Television Station, many other interested persons and my wonderful staff. 
Complete support and assistance was always available from Mr. Jim Cameron, my 
District Manager, and Harrison Patte, my Booker. 


When you set up one of these shows, I can safely say you will get the same 
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terrific co-operation that I received from Theatre Confections Limited. 

Jack Fitzgibbons, Norm Rea and Harry Sullivan, leave no stone unturned in 

order to make success come your direction, and it's a pretty wonderful feeling 
to start off on a series of this type knowing that you have backing of this 
calibre. 

To sum up, these projects take a lot of time, but believe me, it is well 

worth any effort you put into it. Quite apart from the fact that you sell 

a lot of confections and take money to the bank, both very important items, 

you build up a tremendous amount of good will for your theatre. I know in 

my own case that these projects have opened more doors for me than anything 
else I lave ever done or could think of at the moment. The whole city is 

aware of the project and everyone thinks kindly of the theatre for initiating 
the promotion and providing the leadership. 

And what is important for you to know is that yor regular matinee attendance 

on Saturday does not suffer as a result of these free shows. By actual count, 
using figures from our 2h-sheet, our matinees for the ten weeks that the series 
was running, increased by 56.3% and for the ten weeks after the series, 
increased by another 45.8% or a total increase of 102.1% over the 20 week period, 
during and after the series, in addition to the guaranteed rental provided for 
us by the morning show. 

Our merchants love the idea and I have had them tell me that they look forward 
to these shows because parents leave the children for us to baby-sit while 
they shop in comfort, knowing the children are receiving safety instructions and 
good clean entertainment, in comfcrtable, clean, safe and well supervised 


surroundings. 


Cap'n Andy, MC of a children’s cartoon 
| show on CHCH-TV, arrived at the Capitol 
| ‘fheatre aboard the St. Catharines fire depart- 
ment’s aerial truck No, 1 to open the first 
in a series of shows for the juniorfire depart- 


Cap'n Andy of CHCH-TV, at| 


the Capitol Theatre to start/ior fire department will be! 


'the St. Catharines junior fire| held June 25, 
\department, had an oppor-| = 
jtunity to assist city firemen in} 


ja misor emergency Saturday. 
fy While about 700 school chil-| 
ijdren were watching the free! 
||shows inside the theatre al 
ytruck delivering laundry bleach) 


|passed on St. Paul St. Some of/' 


the bottles broke and a few| 
gallons of bleach poured from} 
the truck onto the read. j 
f| “Fire Chief L. Arthur Burteh,| 
,jeoncerned lest pedestrians) 
tiwere splashed phoned for a} 
+ fire truck to hose the street. | 
| When the firemen arrived | 
"Cap'n Andy was on hand to | 
-| assist them in spraying the | 
¥ bleach from the road. ‘ 
‘+ Earlier Cap’n Andy opened 
the first meeting of the St. 
Catharines junior fire depart- 
ment. Also on stage at the 
‘Capitol were Mayor Wilfred R. 
Bald, Chief Burtch, Fire Pre- 
vention Officer. Ken Roberts, 
Platoon Chief William Yaxley 
and Lieut. Don Crooks of the 
Hamilton. fire department. 
Other. city firemen passed 
out a list of questions. to the 
children. Answers will be 
judged by fire department of- 
ficers and the winner will be 
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ment, Here he shows a piece of equipment to 
four junior firemen, from left: David Saxton, 
13; Pat Wardell, 9; Diana Hayes, 12; Alex | 

| 


Purdie, 14, 


Cap’n Andy Helps 
In Emergency Job 


The next meeting of the jun-} 


‘Busy Day 


Set for | 
\Cap’n Andy 


Cap'n Andy of CHCH-TV in) 
Hamilton will have a busy day in| 
the city tomorrow. : i 

He will arrive at the Capitol| 
‘Theatre at 10 a.m. for the first 
‘|meeting of the St. Catharines 
{junior fire department. . 

About 2,000 school children are 
expected to attend the two shows, 
at 10 a.m. and noon, | 

Cap'n Andy will be on stage} 
jat the theatre to present draw 
‘| prizes during the shows. Lieut. 
Don Crooks, public relations of-| 
jficer of the Hamilton fire de- 
jpartment and frequent visiter on| 
|Cap’n Andy’s TV show, will also! 
be a guest. ; 

Fire Prevention Officer Ken| 
Roberts and Platoon Chief 
William Yaxley of the St. Oath- 
‘|arines fire department will 
igive a fire safety talk, The aim 
jaf the junior fire department is 
‘to teach children to be aware of 
‘possible fire situation, to stop! 
‘fires before they start. | 

Besides appearing at the op- 
etting shows of the junior fire 
department, Cap’n Andy will 
jtake part as an official im. the 
‘Soap Box Derby. 

Mayor Wilfred R. Bald, Reeve 
Ivan Buchanan and-Cap'n Andy 
‘will judge contestants in the 
‘contestants in the costume con- 
test which precedes the derby. 
Cap'n Andy will also be a 
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Saturday night. 
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